
terians (ECO). Satur-

day, we had speakers 

representing each of 

these, who spoke to us 

and answered our 

many questions. 

   Next, Session will 

be discussing the next 

steps in our discern-

ment process and how 

we might best go 

about educating the 

congregation. 

   For now, Session 

invites you to join us 

in our time of prayer 

and discernment. We 

ask you to pray for us, 

and watch for upcom-

ing opportunities, not 

yet formulated, for 

you to enter into con-

versations with Ses-

sion. 

   All of this is the re-

sult of recent deci-

sions made by the PC

(USA) opening the 

door to presbyteries 

and congregations or-

daining and calling 

practicing gay and les-

bian ministers, elders, 

and deacons. It is no 

surprise that several 

PC(USA) presbyteries 

have sent overtures to 

Dr. Robert Bullock, Jr. 

 

A Time of Prayer 

and  

Discernment    

   News is already cir-

culating that Session 

held a retreat on the 

last Saturday of Feb-

ruary which focused 

on the future of West 

Isle Presbyterian 

Church. For some 

time now, your Ses-

sion has been in a time 

of prayer and discern-

ment, during which 

we have educated our-

selves concerning the 

PC(USA), the Evan-

gelical Presbyterian 

Church (EPC), and the 

Fellowship of  Presby-

terians (FP) and the 

new denomination 

which it has birthed, 

the Evangelical Cove-

nant Order of Presby-

the General Assembly, 

which meets this com-

ing summer, that 

would redefine the 

definition of marriage 

as between two per-

sons rather than be-

tween a man and 

woman. Such depar-

tures from Holy Scrip-

ture present a crisis of 

conscience for many 

evangelical and con-

servative Presbyterian 

clergy, sessions, and 

churches. 

   What can we do? 

First of all, we must 

not panic. None of 

this has caught God by 

surprise and I doubt 

that any of us are 

really surprised when 

we view the direction 

of our culture. Second, 

we must not rush to a 

decision without first 

entering a deliberate 

time of prayer and dis-

cernment during 

which we seek the 

Holy Spirit’s leading. 

Third, we must edu-

cate ourselves as a 

congregation. Fourth, 

we must enter into a  

(Cont’d on page 2) 

From the Shepherd’s Heart  
Core Values: 

 We value the Lord-

ship of Christ as the 

Head of the church 

and the center of 

our lives. 

 We value a Christ 

centered church 

where Biblical val-

ues are taught, nur-

tured and lived in 

everyday life.    

 We value Christian 

fellowship where 

the love of Christ is 

practiced in all its 

dimensions. 

 We value evangel-

ism to bring every-

one into God’s fam-

ily. 

 We value faithful, 

responsible steward-

ship of all that God 

has given to us. 
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deal of prayer, dis-

cernment, and pa-

tience on everyone’s 

part. 

   Lest we think we are 

the only ones going 

through this, scores of 

Sessions and congre-

gations are involved in 

this very process. We 

can remember them as 

they do us in this time 

of prayer and discern-

ment. 

Yours & His, 

Dr. Bob  

__________________

__________________ 

STEPHEN  

MINISTER 

  Just what is a 

Stephen Minister, any-

way? For the last sev-

eral Sundays on the 

back of the bulletin 

there has been a refer-

ence made for anyone 

in need of a Stephen 

Minister to contact 

Beth Bullock for as-

sistance. So, how 

would you know if 

you needed a Stephen 

Minister, and what 

defines such a person 

in the first place? Al-

low me to explain. 

  Stephen Ministry is a 

professionally de-

signed caring ministry 

that was developed for 

lay people to provide 

Christian care and 

support to anyone who 

might be experiencing 

difficulties and/or 

challenges in their life. 

It is named for St. 

Stephen, one of the 

seven people commis-

sioned by the Apostle 

to provide comfort 

and care to the Chris-

tian community. 

Bear one another’s 

burdens, and in this 

way you will fulfill the 

law of Christ.  

(Galatians 6:2)  

  Dr. Kenneth Haugk, 

a Lutheran minister, 

founded the program n 

1975 once he realized 

that there was no way 

he could provide one-

on-one, ongoing sup-

port to all those in 

need. To become a  

(Cont’d on page 3) 

__________________ 

New Members Class 

Spring and Fall 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Revelation Bible Study 

March 4 

4:30 pm 

Church 

 

Session Meeting 

March 11 

Fellowship Hall 

Worship Service 

Sundays 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Choir Practice 

Prior to Worship Service 

8:45 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

 

Communion 

March 4 

Sanctuary 

Stephen Ministries 

See Beth Bullock 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
March 23 Luke 14 

10:00 a.m.  

Fellowship Hall 

 

Brunch  
March 25 

Following worship service 

Church 
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Upcoming Events 

“In other 
words, it is 

going to take 

a good deal 
of prayer, 

discernment, 
and patience 

on 

everyone’s 
part.” 

(Cont’d from page 1) 

wise and responsible 

course of action for what 

is best for WIPC. 

   There are two important 

challenges with all of this: 

1) some already have their 

minds made up and others 

have not had opportunity 

to consider any or all of 

this; and 2) even if we 

were all on the same page 

and ready to act, it could 

take from six months to a 

year or more to decide 

how  the Spirit is leading 

us and arrive at a destina-

tion. In other words, it is 

going to take a good  

Congregational 

Meeting 

   There will be a con-

gregational meeting 

after the church ser-

vice March 4. It is to 

vote on extending Dr. 

Bob’s contract with 

PC(USA) for one year. 

It is a matter of 

“housekeeping” and it 

is important that you 

be there.  



 

Buildings and Grounds 

Tim Ekberg 

409-737-9455 
retiredfirelt@earthlink.net 

 

Al Galli 

409-737-4539 

algalli49@yahoo.com 

 

Chuck Lawrence 

409-762-6420 

cnblawrence@hotmail.com 

 

Bulletins 
Esther Sjostrom 

409-771-6466 

esjostrom@tesgalv.org 

 

CD’s  
Crystal Tolentino 

409-939-9619 

Crystalnicole@gmail.com 

 

 

Choir 

Angelo Tolentino 

409-256-7729 

angelo@musician.org 

 

Clerk of Session 

Merri Edwards 

409-497-4496 

wjemse@comcast.net 

 

Education 

Beth Shriner 

409-974-4533 

bethshriner@hotmail.com 

 

New Members 

Bob Bullock 

404-583-1902 

bbullockjr@aol.com 

 

Ministry 

Nancye Bright 

409-744-8103 

Nancye.bright@att.net 

   

 

Newsletter 

Merri Edwards 

409-497-4496 
wjemse@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer 

Mike Shriner 

409-682-4355 

Mkshriner@msn.com 

 

Web Page 

Barbara Hankins 

409-789-8077 

bhankins@comcast.net 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Terry Peterek 
409-789-9565 

tspeterek@yahoo.com 

 

Worship 

Tonyia Pyles 

409-744-2010 

tdeavesp@utmb.edu 
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Church Contacts 

(Cont’d from page 2) 

Stephen Minister one 

must go through an in-

terview process through 

the church and, once 

qualified, begin an ex-

tensive 50-hour training 

for, but not limited to, 

loss of a loved one, 

hospitalization, divorce 

or separation, loneli-

ness or discouragement, 

spiritual crisis, unem-

ployment or job loss, 

terminal illness, incar-

ceration, chronic ill-

ness, relocation, recov-

ery from an accident, 

birth, adoption, miscar-

riage or infertility, ad-

diction support, and 

many more. 

To equip the saints for 

the work of ministry. 

(Ephesians 4:12a) 

  Most importantly, a 

critical component is 

confidentiality within 

the relationship. The 

identity of any receiv-

ing care and what 

takes place, all obser-

vations and impres-

sions, must remain 

private. When some-

one is in a personal 

crisis or in need of 

prayer or just needs 

someone to talk to, but 

does not want to share 

that need publically, 

that’s when a Stephen 

Minister can be 

Christ’s arms and feet 

who will listen, care, 

pray, support, and en-

courage.  

Therefore encourage 

one another and build 

up each other. 

I Thess. 5:11 In 1996, I 

went  through my own 

personal crisis. It was  

through the care and 

support of a covenant 

group of Christians 

whom God put in my 

life that I was able to 

“persevere and press 

on” through my pain 

and suffering. 

  I completed my 50 

hours of training in 

February 1997 and a 

year later my home 

church, Grace Presbyte-

rian in Houston, sent  

me and 2 other Stephen 

Ministers to Baltimore, 

Maryland, for a week of 

leadership training. I was 

able to put those leader-

ship skills to task by start-

ing the program at a 

church in Marietta, 

Georga, in 2004. The re-

wards are unending. 

Stephen Ministry is a non-

denominational program. 

One need not be a Presby-

terian or a member of this 

church. If you know of 

someone whom you think 

could you think could  

benefit from a confiden-

tial, caring relationship, 

please feel free to contact 

me for further discussion. 

You may also contact Bob 

for any additional infor-

mation. Thank you and 

God Bless, 

Beth Bullock 

770-363-7034 

Bob Bullock 

404-583-1902 

DID YOU KNOW??? 

C.S. Lewis, the writer oft-

quoted by Dr. Bob, was an 

atheist from boyhood and 

did not convert until he 

was 33?  

“I gave in and admitted 

that God was God.” C.S. 

Lewis 



BIRTHDAYS AND  

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 2 Novice Bruner 

 7 Barbara Lawrence 

 9 Myrna Black 

10 Nancye Bright 

11 Jeff Sjostrom 

14 Betty Tutor 

16 Carolin Santangelo 

18 Bob Hanley 

20 Sherida Tutor 

26 Hankinses 

28 Joergen Sjostrom 

29 Evelyn Heald 

29 Bob Bullock  

West Isle Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 3929 

Galveston, TX 77554 

We are on the web! 

www.westislepres.org 

MARCH  

GREETERS 

 

 4 Henricy, Edwards 

11 Lawrences  

18 Pyleses 

25 Shriners 

 

COMMUNION 

March 4 

Kay, Pafford,  

Galli, Bright 

It is time to order Easter 

lilies to honor or remem-

ber loved ones. The lilies 

will be in the church for 

Easter Sunday and you 

can take them home after-

wards if you wish. The 

cost is $12 each and order 

cards are in the pew  

Bibles. Give orders  to 

Tonyia Pyles at church,  

place in the collection 

plate with a check, or mail 

to the church. Orders must 

be in by March 30.  
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